
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPANDED PHOTOGRAPHY     	
 
 
Intermediate Photography: Rotating Topics 
Meeting Time:  Mon/Wed  2 pm – 4:50 pm  
Course Model: Hybrid 
Fall Semester 2020 
Course Number: ASTU 3501-501 
Meeting Place: ART 359 
Professor: Christopher Meerdo 
Contact: christopher.meerdo@unt.edu 
Office: CVAD 345H Mon 10-2 by appointment 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

Photographic disciplines in contemporary times are defined by an ever-expanding understanding of how 
images are produced and disseminated. Images (whether through smartphones, security cameras, or facial 
recognition systems) become fractured into parts through memes and propaganda, reproduced in the hyper-
compressed time of social media, and fabricated through photoshop and artificial intelligence. Photographs 
become aggregated as invisible data made by machines and interpreted by computational systems, many 
that are never even seen by human vision. The humble photographic image of yesterday has moved into an 
abstracted realm of data, objects, and archives. In this upper-level photography course, students will engage 
in contemporary photographic theory, experiment with alternative digital photographic processes, and work 
towards having an expanded photographic literacy as they push the boundaries of their own artistic 
practices. 

 
CLASS STRUCTURE: 
 

This Hybrid course takes place partially online depending on our ability to meet in person due to the 
pandemic. We will have synchronous video conferences using Zoom throughout the semester. We will use 
canvas as our main resource for receiving and uploading projects and readings. There are 15 weeks of 
content that you will move through. I will open up a new module each week on Canvas. 

 
PREREQUISITES: 
 

The following course pathway is required prior to being enrolled in this class: 
ART 1440 - Design I, ART 1450 - Design II, ASTU 2501 - Beginning Photography: Photo I, and ASTU 2502 
- Beginning Photography: Photo II.  It is expected that, in order to be successful in this course, you will 
need to: 
• Have a working knowledge of contemporary artists who use photographic practices 
• Bring a technological mindset to the course materials based on your knowledge of photographic 

practices. 
• Cite sources, giving credit to where you obtain information. 



• Make the commitment to spend at least 10 hours a week reading the assignments, working on 
developing tech skills, and creating original artwork for this semester alone.  

 
 
GRADING/REVIEWS: 
 

Being enrolled in this course is not a guarantee of a passing grade. You must attend and participate in all 
classes in entirety and complete all required work for the course.  
 
I will not accept late work in this course. All work turned in after the deadline will receive a grade of zero 
unless the student has a university-excused absence and provides documentation with 48 hours of the 
missed deadline. Work missed from COVID-19 illness counts as an excused absence.  
 
Your final grade is calculated based on a percentage system of projects and assignments. The following 
lists the weighted values of each portion of the class content you are responsible for.  
 

Activities 
• Weekly Reading Summaries (10 @ 10 points each, 100 points total) 
• Project Feedback Discussion Forums (5 @ 20 points each, 100 points total) 
• Creative Exercises (4 @ 25 points each, 100 points total) 
• Research Discussion Posts (4 @ 20 points each, 80 points total) 
• Final Project Proposal (20 points) 

Projects 
• Project 1 (100 Points) 
• Project 2 (100 Points) 
• Mid-Term Contemporary Artist Research Presentation (100 Points) 
• Project 4 (100 Points) 
• Project 3 (100 Points) 
• Final Project (100 Points) 

 
Projects are assessed based on their technical, formal, and conceptual merit. All work in this class must 
demonstrate a high level of engagement the medium. The works you produce over the course of the 
semester must exhibit a clear trajectory and show an evolution of technical application and concept. 
Additionally, all work must be made for this class only and cannot be taken from another class without my 
permission. Using projects made previous classes will result in failure. All papers, presentations, and artistic 
projects must be completed within the context of this course only. 
 

FACE COVERINGS: 
 

The health of our UNT, CVAD, and classroom community is of the absolute importance to me this 
semester. Therefore, face coverings, social distancing, and proper hygiene will be strictly enforced. 
Note: there is always a fully remote group available if you find not attending class in-person more 
comfortable.  
 
Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities. Students are expected to wear face coverings during 
this class. If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, please contact the Office of 
Disability Access to request an accommodation. UNT face covering requirements are subject to 
change due to community health guidelines. Any changes will be communicated via the instructor. 

 
 

CLASSROOM POLICIES: 
 
This semester is unique in the way that we are negotiating a global and national pandemic. Please take 
note of the differences between synchronous (meeting at the same time) and asynchronous (work at your 
own pace) policies.  
 

Synchronous 
All students will adhere to rules of attendance and punctuality. Attendance and punctuality are critical and 
count toward your class standing. Attendance will be noted at the beginning and end of each class - either 
in person or via Zoom. Arriving late to a scheduled Zoom meeting counts as a tarty. Not attending a Zoom 
meeting counts as an absence. Test your connection prior to scheduled meetings. Have a backup plan 
(iPhone app, iPad, another computer, etc).  
 
 



• 4 Unexcused Absences = Failure of the course 
• Missing Critique = 2 Unexcused Absences 
• 3 Times Tardy = 1 Unexcused Absence 
• Leaving class early counts as an Unexcused Absence. 

Absences can be excused via official documentation only. Examples would include a note from your 
doctor, an obituary, a police report. a university-excused absence documentation is required within 48 
hours of the missed class. Work missed from COVID-19 illness counts as an excused absence.  
 
If you are feeling unwell and show ANY signs of COVID-19 - do not attend class in person. Call the UNT 
COVID Hotline to report symptoms: 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu 
If you do not contact me within two class days regarding your absences, I am required to contact UNT.  

 
Asynchronous 

For class times that are scheduled asynchronously, you are free to work at your own pace throughout the 
week. Make sure you are aware of scheduled project deadlines as you work. Deadlines will be made 
available through Canvas.  
 

CLASSROOM RECORDING: 
 
Synchronous (live) sessions in this course or pre-recorded videos will be recorded for students enrolled in 
this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class recordings are the intellectual property of the 
university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational 
purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the 
Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. This refers to both prerecorded materials and live 
meetings (eg posting a screenshot of a zoom meeting to social media). Failing to follow this restriction is a 
violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action. 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION POLICY: 
 

I am always available to be reached by email or office hours but I ask that you are respectful and professional in 
your communication and don't use it as your first go-to for getting an answer to your question. Please refer to 
this helpful resource that outlines professional communication with your professor. Before you contact your 
professor ask yourself: 

• Have I looked on canvas, in the syllabus, or assignment prompt for the answer? 
• Have I reached out to a fellow student for the answer?  
• Would this be a helpful question for the entire class to receive clarification on? 

If you have a private question, please contact me via email and I will respond within 24 hours on weekdays. 
Please do not expect a response over the weekend.  
Normally, I will return feedback on major assignments within 1 week of the due date. However, if I see that I will 
be unable to return your feedback that quickly I will post an Announcement to let everyone know when it can be 
expected. You can expect to see me participate in the discussion board after all student original posts have 
been posted. 
 
 
TIME MANAGEMENT: 
 
This class will require a full intellectual and time commitment from you in order to pass with full marks. There are 
6 hours per week that you should schedule for yourself that will be held in class or out of class if we are not 
meeting in person that week. You should expect to have a comparable amount of time outside this window to 
complete homework assignments (an additional 6 hours). Realistically, you should budget between 10-20 hours 
per week on this class. Make sure you are mindful of this as you begin the semester so that you stay on track 
throughout and are successful in the end.  
 
Depending on our in-class schedule for the week, you are free to work at your own pace on each weekly 
module and complete the week's items based on your own weekly schedule. Module assignments are typically 
due by the beginning of our scheduled class time on Wednesdays and feedback and discussion is due by the 
end of that week. Make sure to keep an eye on due dates each week so you do not miss critical deadlines.  
 
 
 
REQUIRED READING:  
 
All reading in this course will be provided as digital .pdf files though Canvas. 



 
The readings in the class will be arranged thematically but may change according to individual and collective 
interests or based on your individual practices. We will consider how expanded photographic discourse 
naturally moves into other mediums, theories, and disciplines. Reading summaries are due by all each week 
and count as a large part of your grade  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS: 
 

• Flatbed or Hand (receipt) Scanner 
• Alternative-type digital camera: Infrared, Night-vision, Security camera, early digital camera from 

~1995, Raspberry Pi camera, old web camera, drone camera, etc. Something that is NOT a 
smartphone or DSLR.  

• Adobe Photoshop/Lightroom/Bridge 
• Spark AR studio (software) 
• Runway (software) 
• Audacity (software) 
• Blender (software) 

 
The UNT fall schedule requires this course to have fully remote instruction beginning November 28th. Additional 
remote instruction may be necessary if community health conditions change or you need to self-isolate or 
quarantine due to COVID-19. Students will need access to a webcam and microphone to participate in fully 
remote portions of the class. Additional required classroom materials for remote learning include the materials 
listed above.  
 
 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE:  
Tentative and subject to revision. 

WEEK ONE  
Aug 24 Introductions via Zoom 

Syllabus 
 

Aug 26 Introductions in-person 
Group X – 2:00-2:45 pm 
Group Y – 3:00-3:45 pm 
Group Z – 4:00-4:45 pm 
Syllabus 
Creative Exercise 1 Assigned 
Project 1 Assigned  
Reading Response #1 Due 

WEEK TWO  
Aug 31 Talk about scanner art 

Look at scanner artists  

Sept 2 Reading Response #2 Due 
Creative Exercise #1 due 

WEEK THREE  
Sept 7 Main Project 1 Surveillance due – In-Person Group X, Group Y 

 
Sept 9 Reading Response #3 Due 

Main Project 1 Surveillance due – In-Person Group Z 

WEEK FOUR  
Sept 14  
Sept 16 Reading Response #4 Due 

Creative Exercise #2 due 



WEEK FIVE  
Sept 21  

 

Sept 23 Reading Response #5 Due 

WEEK SIX  
Sept 28 Main Project 2 Sousveillance due – In-Person Group Y, Group Z 
Sept 30 Main Project 2 Sousveillance due – In-Person Group X 
WEEK SEVEN  
Oct 5  
Oct 7 Reading Response #6 Due – Outdoor Picnic Discussion (weather dependent)  

Creative Exercise #3 due 
WEEK EIGHT  
Oct 12  
Oct 14 Artist Research Presentation Due 
WEEK NINE  
Oct 19  
Oct 21 Reading Response #7 Due - Outdoor Picnic Discussion (weather dependent) 

Creative Exercise #4 due 
WEEK TEN  
Oct 26 Main Project 3 due – Computational Photography – In-Person Group Z, Group 

X 
Oct 28 Main Project 3 due – Computational Photography – In-Person Group Y 
WEEK ELEVEN  
Nov 2  
Nov 4 Reading Response #8 Due - Outdoor Picnic Discussion (weather dependent) 

Creative Exercise #5 due 
WEEK TWELVE 
Nov 9  

Nov 11 Main Project 4 Due – 3D Photography – Zoom Crits 

WEEK THIRTEEN 
Nov 16 Final project proposal due – One-on-one Outdoor Meetings (weather 

dependent) 
Nov 18 Final project proposal due – One-on-one Outdoor Meetings (weather 

dependent) 
WEEK FOURTEEN 
Nov 23 Work in progress feedback – Zoom Breakout Groups  
Nov 25 Work in progress feedback – Zoom Breakout Groups 
WEEK FIFTEEN 
Nov 30 Final Crits – Zoom Breakout Groups 
Dec 2 Final Crits – Zoom Breakout Groups 

 
Dec 5-11 Finals Week No Class / No Exam – Individual Meetings by Appointment 
No in-person meetings after Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES & OBJECTIVES:  
 
 
• Outcomes • Objectives 
• Knowledge:  What students should know 
• Understand the history, current issues, 

and direction of the artistic discipline 
• Acquire basic knowledge of the history, current issues, and 

direction of New Media Art. 
• Acquire basic knowledge of the history, theory, and criticism of 

film, video, technology, digital art and design. 
• Place works in the historical, cultural, and 

stylistic contexts  of the artistic discipline 
• Begin to place works in historical, cultural, and stylistic contexts of 

New Media Art. , including their position within larger contexts and 
systems and their influence on individuals and society. 

• Use the technology and equipment of the 
artistic discipline 

• Develop basic knowledge of concepts related to the visual, 
spatial, sound, motion, interactive, and temporal elements and 
features of digital technology and principles for their use in the 
creation and application of New Media Art-based work. 

• Begin to understand what is useful, usable, effective, and 
desirable with respect to user/audience-centered digitally-based 
communication, objects, and environments. 

• Skills: What students should be able to do 
• Use the elements and principles of art to 

create artworks in the artistic discipline 
• Begin to apply narrative and other information or language 

structures to organize content in time-based or interactive media. 
• Develop the ability to organize and represent content structures in 

response to technological, social, and cultural systems. 
• Create artwork that demonstrates 

perceptual acuity, conceptual 
understanding, and technical skill 

• Begin to understand characteristics and capabilities of hardware 
and software and their implementation in expressive, functional, 
and strategic applications. 

• Implement processes for development of digital art and design 
(ex: storyboarding, concept mapping, use of scenarios or 
personas) 

• Analyze and evaluate works of art in the 
artistic discipline 

• Participate in analysis and evaluation of works of New Media Art. 

• Synthesis: How students will combine knowledge and skill to demonstrate learning 
• Produce artworks demonstrating 

technical skill and disciplinary knowledge 
• Produce works of New Media Art that demonstrate basic skill and 

disciplinary knowledge. 
• Use knowledge of art and disciplinary 

vocabulary to analyze artworks 
• Participate in critique of own works and the works of others using 

the vocabulary of New Media Art and demonstrating a beginning 
ability to analyze and synthesize aspects of human interaction in 
technological communication, objects, and environments. 

• Participate in critiques of own work and 
work of others 

• Work in teams and organize 
collaborations among people from 
different disciplines. 

• Begin to work in collaborative teams with individuals from different 
disciplines. 

 
 
 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMTION:  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY   
According to UNT Policy 18.1.16, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in 
behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and 
sabotage.  A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from 
admonition to expulsion from the University.  
 
DISABILITY ACCOMODATION  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is 
verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, 
ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of 
reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask 
students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional 
information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact ODA by phone 
at (940) 565-4323. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAM  
Students are required to follow the Department of Studio Art Health and Safety guidelines and are required to complete 
training for each studio course. The goal of the Studio Art Health and Safety Program is to protect the health and welfare of all 



faculty, staff, and students and to cooperate with the University of North Texas’ Office of Risk Management.   Please visit the 
website for details and the departmental handbook:  https://art.unt.edu/healthandsafety.  
 
 
BEST PRACTICES FOR HEALTH & SAFETY / STUDIO RULES  
Please include a statement of expectation for studio safety including classroom rules best-practices for health and safety 
specific to your area. These can be found on the attached email and in the appendixes of the H&S manual at 
https://art.unt.edu/healthandsafety. For ASTU 3000/5000 courses, please create best practices & rules based on the room 
you are teaching in and the materials used.  
 
EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION & PROCEDURES  
UNT Emergency Guide: https://emergency.unt.edu/about-us 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., 
severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence).  In the event 
of a university closure, please refer to the course management system for contingency plans for covering course materials. 
 
ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is 
unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable 
behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider 
whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct 
apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The 
Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION ADMINISTRATION DATES 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a 
requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13 and 14 [insert administration 
dates] of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will 
receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. 
Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox.  Simply click on the link and complete the survey.  Once students 
complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted.  For additional information, 
please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu.  
 
INCOMPLETE GRADES 
An Incomplete Grade ("I") is a non-punitive grade given only during the last one-fourth of a term/semester and only if a 
student (1) is passing the course and (2) has a justifiable and documented reason, beyond the control of the student (such as 
serious illness or military service), for not completing the work on schedule.  
In consultation with the instructor, complete a request for an Incomplete Grade. This form can be found on the department 
website and must be turned into the department chair prior to the last day of classes (not the exam date). Note: A grade of 
Incomplete is not automatically assigned to students 
 
 
SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION, HARRASSMENT & ASSAULT 
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual 
assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any 
of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and 
harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating 
campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal 
protective orders, and more.  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, 
depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0.  UNT’s Student Advocate she can be reached 
through e-mail at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648.  You are not 
alone.  We are here to help. 
 
PERMISSION TO USE STUDENT ARTWORK 
We would like to use your work to spread the news about the amazing art made at CVAD!  Please help us put your talent on 
display by allowing us to photograph and exhibit your art on CVAD’s social media, websites and paper advertising.  Thank 
you! 
 
I hereby grant permission to UNT and CVAD to use, copy, reproduce, publish, distribute or display any and all works created 
in my classes while at UNT.  Additionally, I consent to the use of my name to coincide with images of my artwork. 
 
1. Scope of Permission. This permission extends to the use of the described work and images of such work: (1) for academic 
purposes in order to demonstrate examples of student work to current and future UNT students; (2) for public display in the 
galleries or on the campus of the UNT or on the UNT website; (3) for promotional materials created by UNT in all forms of 
media now known or later developed, including but not limited to exhibition catalogues, direct mail, websites, advertising, 
social media, and classroom presentations. My permission is on-going, but can be revoked by giving the professor of record 
for this course written notice of my wish to revoke permission and use of any images of my artwork. UNT will have three 
months from the date of my notice to stop all use agreed with this permission. 
2. Certificate of Ownership. I am the owner of all work submitted and the work is not subject to any restriction that would 
prevent its use consistent with this permission. All aspects of the work are original to me and have not been copied. I 
understand that as owner of the work I have the right to control all reproduction, copying and use of the work in accordance 
with U.S. copyright laws. 



3. Privacy Release. I hereby authorize and consent to the release, maintenance and display of my name if necessary and any 
other personally identifiable information that I have provided in connection with the work and its use described in this 
Agreement. 
4. Signature. By signing below I hereby grant the permissions indicated above. I understand that this grant of permission 
relates only to the use of the described work. This is not an exclusive right and I may sell, give or otherwise transfer the rights 
to such work to others on a non- exclusive or exclusive basis. However, in the event that I do sell, give or otherwise transfer 
ownership or the exclusive right to use my work to another party, I will notify UNT immediately in writing through the professor 
of record for this course. UNT will have three months from the date of my notice to stop all use in accordance with this 
permission. 
 
Printed name: __________________________________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________ 
Date: _________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Course: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 


